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Abstract
In this paper, I draw upon the reconstructed life histories of five, middle-adulthood gay
men to map a relatively uncharted terrain - the socio-sexual contexts in which literacy is
embedded in adolescence. Dorothy Gale, in the 1939 screen adaptation of Frank Baum’s
children’s classic, The Wizard of Oz remarked ‘There is no place like home’, but the family
home and school is often no place to be caught being queer. It has been suggested that
the fictional or imaginary are often considered parasitic on the real world (Rosenblatt,
1978), however, I argue that it was in and through our ludic textual practices, in our queerly
nuanced re/readings of the ‘real’, that the logic of (hetero)normative practices in our
everyday lives were able to be displaced and disrupted. Drawing on the retelling of our
stories as a form of fugitive knowledge in practice, the paper explores the ways in which
literacy and homosexuality identity get practised within socio-cultural and socio-sexual
contexts. I suggest that the Queering of texts be part of a critical and emancipatory
agenda in educational domains.
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